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1I-10 at US 129 Operational Improvements I Suwannee County, FL I FM# 443239-1 
Virtual: May 21, 2024, 5:30 PM I In-Person: May 23, 2024, 4:30 PM, Live Oak City Hall, 101 White Ave SE, Live Oak, FL 32064  

VIRTUAL MEETING:
May 21, 2024 
Open House: 5:30 PM – 6:00 PM
Presentation & Public Comment Period: 6:00 PM

IN-PERSON MEETING:
May 23, 2024
Open House:  4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
Presentation & Public Comment Period: 6:00 PM
Live Oak City Hall
101 White Ave SE, Live Oak, Florida, 32064

Suwannee County, Florida 
Financial Management No. 443239-1

I-10 at US 129 Operational Improvements
Hybrid Public Meeting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation would like to welcome you to the Hybrid Public Meeting for the I-10 at US 129 Operational Improvements project located in Suwannee County, Florida. The Financial Management number is 443239-1.
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Hybrid Public Meeting

This Public Meeting is being conducted in a hybrid format

HYBRID PUBLIC 
MEETING

VIRTUAL MEETING

May 21, 2024
https://nflroads.com/vph

Via phone, tablet, or 
computer

May 23, 2024
Live Oak City Hall
101 White Ave SE

Live Oak, Florida, 32064

IN-PERSON MEETING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This public meeting is being conducted in a hybrid format to provide multiple ways for the public to receive information about the project and provide input.

This format uses both a virtual and an in-person option, with the virtual option occurring on May 21, 2024, and the in-person option on May 23, 2024, at the Live Oak City Hall located at 101 White Avenue Southeast, Live Oak, Florida, 32064.


https://nflroads.com/vph
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Purpose of a Public Meeting

Share information

Discuss project 
improvements

Receive public input

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of tonight’s public meeting is to share information with the general public, review and discuss the project improvements, and to receive public input. Tonight’s public meeting also serves as an official forum to provide an opportunity for the public to express their opinions and concerns regarding the project.
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Public Meeting Components

Presentation

Public Comment PeriodOpen House

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tonight’s public meeting consists of three primary components: First is the open house which was held prior to this presentation. During the open house, the FDOT invited members of the public to view the project displays, speak directly with the project team, and submit written comments. The second component is this presentation. This presentation will explain the proposed improvements. The third component is the official comment period following this presentation. The comment period will give you the opportunity to speak at the microphone or provide comments in writing.
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Public Notifications

Invitation  
Letters

Social
 Media

Florida 
Administrative 

Register

Invitation 
Emails

FDOT 
Websites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Public Meeting was advertised in the Riverbend News on May 1, 2024, as well as the Florida Administrative Register on May 14, 2024, and May 16, 2024. Invitation letters and/or emails of tonight’s proceedings with information on how to access the meeting platform were sent to property owners, tenants, interested citizens, and elected and appointed officials. Finally, this public meeting was posted on social media feeds, the FDOT Public Notice Website, and the FDOT project website at w-w-w-dot-n-f-l-roads-dot-com forward slash U-S-129.
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Civil Rights Act of 1964

Public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, religion, 
disability, or family status.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation complies with various non-discrimination laws and regulations, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status.
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Title VI – Nondiscrimination Program

Dorothy Neal
District 2 Title VI Coordinator

Florida Department of Transportation
District 2

1109 S. Marion Avenue, MS 2006
Lake City, Florida 32025-5874
Dorothy.Neal@dot.state.fl.us

(386) 961-7616

Stefan Kulakowski, FCCM, CPM
State Title VI Coordinator

Florida Department of Transportation
Equal Opportunity Office

605 Suwannee Street, MS 65
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450
Stefan.Kulakowski@dot.state.fl.us

(850) 414-4742

Persons may file a formal complaint(s) by writing to:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Persons wishing to express their concerns about Title VI may contact Dorothy Neal, District 2’s Title VI Coordinator in the Lake City Office or Stefan Kulakowski, the State Title VI Coordinator with the Department’s Equal Opportunity Office in Tallahassee. Their contact information is also provided on display at this meeting.



mailto:Dorothy.Neal@dot.state.fl.us
mailto:Stefan.Kulakowski@dot.state.fl.us
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Project Location

G E O R G I A

G u l f  o f  
M e x i c o

Tallahassee Jacksonville A t l a n t i c  
O c e a n

Suwannee 
County

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The project is located in Suwannee County, Florida
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Project Location

Begin 
Project

End 
Project

Interchange 
Improvements

US 129 Improvements

Busy Bee 
Travel Center

Shell 
Gas

Project 
Location

GEORGIA

Gulf of Mexico

Atlantic 
Ocean

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And includes safety and operational improvements at the I-10/US 129 interchange and along US 129. These improvements are being presented in tonight’s meeting.
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I-10 Interchange Improvements

New 
Signal

New 
Signal

Additional
Left-Turn

Lane

Additional
Left-Turn

Lane

Extend 
Right-Turn

Lane

Extend 
Left-Turn 

Lane

Extend 
Left-Turn

Lane

Busy Bee 
Travel Center

Waffle 
House

Chevron

McDonald’s

Suwannee Crossing  
(Under Development)

Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

Extend Left- and 
Right-Turn 

Lanes

Extend Left- and 
Right-Turn 

Lanes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, the I-10 off-ramp intersections at US 129 are stop controlled.

The proposed operational improvements to the I-10/US 129 interchange include:
Converting existing stop-controlled intersections at the I-10 interchange to signalized intersections
Extending the right-turn lane at the I-10 westbound on-ramp;
Adding a left-turn lane at both I-10 off-ramps, making them a double left-turn;
Extending the left- and right-turn storage lanes at the eastbound and westbound off-ramps; 
And extending the left-turn lanes on US 129 in both the northbound and southbound directions.
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US 129 Typical Section Under I-10

Existing Typical SectionProposed Typical Section

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Extending the left turn lane underneath I-10 will require changes to the typical section along US 129. Currently, the US 129 typical section consists of:
Two, 12-foot travel lanes in each direction;
A 5-foot shoulder in each direction; and
A 20-foot median

The proposed US 129 typical section under the I-10  bridge will keep the four travel lanes but reduce the width of each lane to 11 feet, add one, 11-foot left-turn lane in each direction, reduce the median to 13 feet, provide a 5-foot bicycle lane in each direction, and provide a 7-foot sidewalk on each side.
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Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

US 129 Improvements

Waffle 
House

Chevron

McDonald’s

Suwannee Crossing  
(Under Development)

New 
Channelized  

Right-Turn

Busy Bee 
Travel Center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to improvements at the I-10 interchange, there are two improvements proposed along US 129. South of the interchange, there is a continuous right turn lane that provides access to multiple driveways and the I-10 eastbound on-ramp. This turn lane will be modified and end as a channelized right turn lane into the shopping center under development called Suwannee Crossing. 
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Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

Busy Bee 
Travel Center

US 129 Improvements

Modified 
Right-Turn 

Lane

Widen to 
4 lanes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Moving north of the I-10 interchange, US 129 transitions quickly to a 2-lane undivided roadway. Within the same area, there is a significant amount of traffic, especially truck traffic, that is turning into the Busy Bee Travel Center. The confluence of these two factors is causing operational and safety problems.

To address this issue, the project is proposing to widen US 129 to the Busy Bee Travel Center north entrance.

Additionally, signalizing the I-10 off ramps required modification to the existing right turn lane, shown with a blue arrow.
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Existing Typical Section

US 129 Typical Section North of I-10

Proposed Typical Section

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of the widening, north of I-10, the existing two-lane typical section will be widened to accommodate: 
Two, 12-foot travel lanes in each direction
A five-foot bicycle lane in each direction; and 
A five-foot sidewalk on each side.
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What is Access Management?
Access management is the careful planning of the location, 

type and design of access to properties, businesses, and homes. 

Interchanges

Median Openings

Traffic Signals

Driveway Openings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of this project, access management improvements are also proposed on US 129 to improve safety. Access Management is the careful planning of the location, type, and design of access to properties, businesses, and homes. This includes median openings, interchanges, driveway openings, and traffic signals.  Access management serves to promote safe and efficient movement of people and goods by reducing conflicts.

The access management improvements on US 129 are shown in the following slides.
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US 129 Access Management Improvements

Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way

Busy Bee 
Travel Center

New 
Left-Turn

New 
Signal

Begin 
Transition

to

Transition from a 4-lane divided roadway 
to a 2-lane undivided roadway

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, southbound traffic wishing to turn left, as shown by the blue arrow, uses the existing left turn located at the Busy Bee Travel Center north entrance.

The proposed improvements will change the access to the Busy Bee Travel Center by converting the existing US 129 and Busy Bee Travel Center intersection to a signalized intersection and the existing left-turn movement will be relocated to the southern entrance, as shown by the blue arrow. North of the signal, US 129 will transition from four to two lanes.
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Access Management Contact Information

Access Management Review 
Committee

Attention: Carlos Nieto, PE
Florida Department of Transportation

2198 Edison Avenue, MS 2815
Jacksonville, Florida 32204
Phone: (904) 360-5455 or 

(800) 207-8236
Email: CarlosA.Nieto@dot.state.fl.us 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FDOT has an Access Management Review Committee responsible for making decisions regarding access management on the State’s Highway System.  If you have concerns about access that affect your property or business, you may appeal to the Committee and request an opportunity to present your concerns in person or in writing.  The contact information for the Access Management Review Committee can be found in your handout, on the project website, and is also on display tonight.



mailto:CarlosA.Nieto@dot.state.fl.us
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Right-of-Way

Right-of-way acquisition is not 
anticipated

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All proposed improvements will be accommodated within the existing right-of-way and right-of-way acquisition is not anticipated as part of this project.
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Project Schedule & Cost

Phase Year* Cost*
Design On-Going --

Construction and 
Construction Engineering & Inspection Spring 2025 $15 Million

*Schedule and Cost are preliminary and subject to change

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project is currently in the design phase and is funded for construction in Spring 2025 and the proposed cost is $15 million.
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Project Website

For more information 
regarding this project, please 
visit the project website at
 www.nflroads.com/US129  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information regarding this project, please visit the project website at w-w-w-dot-n-f-l-roads-dot-com forward slash U-S-129.

http://www.nflroads.com/US129
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We Welcome Your Comments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We welcome your comments. Before any final decisions are made, the Department would like to consider your comments. You will be given an opportunity to provide comments momentarily.
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Project Manager
Chris Rhude, CPM

Florida Department of Transportation, 
District 2

1109 S. Marion Ave
Lake City, FL 32025

Phone: (386) 961-7475

Email: Chris.Rhude@dot.state.fl.us  

Project Website: www.nflroads.com/US129  

Contact Information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should you desire to provide written comments in lieu of, or in addition to comments made at this meeting, you may email or send your comments to Chris Rhude, Project Manager, at the Florida Department of Transportation, District Two Office located at 1109 South Marion Avenue in Lake City, Florida 32025. His contact information is on this slide, on the project website, and in tonight’s handout.



mailto:Chris.Rhude@dot.state.fl.us
http://www.nflroads.com/US129
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Postmarked Comments

Please submit 
comments by 
June 3, 2024

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All public comments and questions are part of the Public Record and every method for providing public comments and questions carries equal consideration. If you plan to submit a comment or a question after today’s public meeting, we ask that you do so on or before June 3, 2024. Written comments received on or before June 3, 2024, will become a part of the official record for this public meeting.
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COMPASS

24

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation’s mission is to provide a safe transportation system that ensures the mobility of people and goods, enhances economic prosperity, and preserves the quality of our environment and communities.

To help us succeed with our mission, the FDOT has established 6 priority areas of focus which are shown on this compass graphic:

Improving safety for all transportation users
Retaining and training employees through Workforce Development
Staying on the forefront of emerging Technology 
Serving the heart of FDOT, our Communities
Improving Resiliency on Florida’s transportation network, and
Economic prosperity through Robust Supply Chain
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To further highlight some of the efforts of improving safety, 

FDOT has implemented a statewide initiative called Target Zero.  The goal of this initiative is to reduce the number of transportation-related fatalities and serious injuries to zero.

FDOT is taking several steps to improve how we plan, design, and operate our transportation system.  Improving pedestrian and bicyclist safety is part of our plan.
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26

Thank You

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you, this concludes our presentation for this evening.  We will now offer you an opportunity to make a comment.
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Public 
Comment 

Period

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will now open the floor to comments.
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